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378 General Notes and Notices. [June, 

Evangelist both misquoted and misapplied Isaiah's words, (d) yet he used the 
Septuagint, neglected to distinguish between fulfillment and coincidence as 
did all the Jews of his time, (e) therefore his application from this point of view 
was perfectly legitimate, but the birth of Jesus "fulfilled" it only in the 
Jewish sense. 

Rather startling to the ordinary reader ; for one of the " surest " of the predictions 
becomes by this treatment, to say the least, uncertain. The discussion is cautious, pains- 
taking, reverent, but not in every point convincing. 
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Sir Monier Williams whose recent work on " Buddhism " is an authority in 
its department is about to bring out a new edition of the older companion vol- 
ume on " Brahmanism and Hinduism." 

It is said that Prof. Sayce, who resigned his Deputy Professorship of Com- 
parative Philology last fall, is to have a chair of Assyriology created for him 
at Oxford. It is to stand for four years. The stipend, stated to be about $750, 
seems to us ridiculously small. Professor Sayce has always had a supreme 
interest in Assyrian studies and his acceptance is assured. 

Among other new appointments it may be mentioned that Prof. W. H. Ben- 
nett, fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, is appointed to the chair of 
Hebrew at New College, London. Prof, Edward L. Curtis, Ph. D., professor 
of Hebrew and the Old Testament in the McCormick Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, has been elected to a similar chair in the Divinity School of Yale 
University. Prof. Curtis is well known to readers of the Student as one of 
its constant and valued contributors. It is understood that he will accept the 
position thus cfffered him. 

A Summer School which holds its first session the present year is, the Sum- 
mer School of Ethics. The precise place is not yet determined nor the time. 
It is expected to hold for six weeks begining in July. The subject which will 
most interest our readers is that of the History of Religions under the direction 
of Prof. Toy of Harvard University. Prof. Toy vsrill offer a general course of 
eighteen lectures, extending through the six weeks, treating the history, aims, 
and method of the science of History of Religions, and illustrating its princi- 
ples by studies in the laws of religious progress, with examples drawn from 
the chief ancient religions. The provisional scheme for the special course is as 
follows : Buddhism, Prof. M. Bloomfield, Johns Hopkins University ; The 
Babylonian-Assyrian Religion, Prof. M. Jastrow, University of Pennsylvania ; 
Mazdaism (not yet provided for) ; Islam, Prof. G. F. Moore, Andover Theo- 
logical Seminary ; The Greek Religion (not yet provided for) ; The Old 
Norse Religion, Prof. G. L. Kittredge, Harvard University. It is hoped also 
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to arrange a set of Sunday evening lectures, in which the positions of various 
religious bodies, Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish, will be expounded by prom- 
inent members of these bodies. 

Three eminent men whose achievements lay wholly or in part within the 
realm of biblical scholarship have recently died. Dr. Edward Reuss, a great 
biblical critic, was born in Strasburg, in 1804, was a pupil of Gesenius, and 
subsequently a professor of theology in his native city. He was a profound 
student and critic and a prolific writer, and became widely known as one of 
the leaders in the opposition to the exclusive Mosaic authorship of the Penta- 
teuch. Wellhausen's " Prolegomena" was based on Reuss' teachings. 

E. de Pressense, D. D., a French statesman, historical and theological writer, 
died on April 8th. He was born in Paris in 1824. .His family were of Catholic 
origin; and he himself pursued his theological studiesat Lausanne, under Vinet, 
whose most eminent disciple he was, and whose views he rendered popular. 
From Lausanne, he went to Halle and to Berlin, where he attended the lectures 
of the celebrated Neander. In 1847, he was called to the charge of the Taitbout 
chapel at Paris, and was its faithful and eloquent pastor for more than twenty 
years. At first, he appeared to lean towards negative criticism, the system so 
brilliantly advocated at that time in the Revue Theologique, by Messrs. 
Scherer and Colain. But it was not long before he became aware of, and 
pointed out, the dangers of that school, and in 1856, he founded the Revue 
Chritienney whose editor he remained for nearly thirty years, and in which he 
warmly defended liberal evangelical theology, of which Vinet had been the 
apostle, and which exercised considerable influence over all French-speaking 
Protestant Churches. His principal works are : " The History of the Three 
First Centuries of the Christian Church," "The Life of Jesus," and "The 
Council of the Vatican." 

The third eminent scholar was Thomas J. Conant, D. D., a biblical student, 
commentator and translator, who died in Brooklyn, N. Y., on April 30th, in 
his eighty-ninth year. He was bom in Brandon, Vt., Dec. 13, 1802. He 
graduated at Middlebury College, in his native state, in 1823. In 1825 he be- 
came a tutor in Columbian College, Washington, but soon after accepted a 
Professorship of Languages in Waterville College, now Colby University. 
After remaining here some ten ye'ars, he was called, in 1835, to the Professor- 
ship of Biblical Literature and Criticism at Hamilton Theological Seminary, 
N. Y. , continuing in this service until 1850, when he resigned to accept a simi- 
lar chair in the new theological seminary at Rochester. In this he remained 
until 1857, when he resigned, and entering the service of the American Bible 
Union, devoted himself from that time onward to the work of Bible transla- 
tion, or revision. A treatise from his pen upon the laws of translation 
attracted much attention at the time, and may be received as setting forth the 
principles by which he himself was guided in his revision of the Old and New 
Testament. The books so revised by him were, in the Old Testament, " Gen- 
esis," "The Book of Job," "The Psalms," the first thirteen chapters of 
Isaiah, and the historical books. In association with Dr. H. B. Hackett, he 
prepared a complete revision of the New Testament. He published, in 1839, 
a translation from the German of the Hebrew Grammar of Gesenius, which 
was long a standard work in American seminaries. 



